
  
 

THE Catholic Church OF 
Saint Charles, Herman   ~   Saint Gall, Tintah   ~   Saint Olaf, Elbow Lake  

13 DECEMBER 2020 – THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT – YEAR B, CYCLE I 

 

Rev. Jeremy J. Ploof  218.685.4318 
    reverendploof@gmail.com 
Parish Offices 
Church of Saint Charles   
61 Berlin Ave South   320.677.2433 
Herman, MN 56248  stcharlesch@frontier.com 
 

Church of Saint Gall    
110 Minnesota Ave  218.369.2188 
Tintah, MN 56583  churchofstgalls@gmail.com  
 

Church of Saint Olaf    
518 Division Street East 218.685.5372 
Elbow Lake, MN 56531     stolaf@runestone.net 
 

Diocesan website:   www.StCloudDiocese.org 
Saint Olaf website:   www.StOlafElbowLake.org 
 

Announcement Requests are due by 10am on Tuesday, 
either by calling the parish office or e-mail. 
 

Mass Schedule for This Week:  
Saturday, 12 Dec: Saturday of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Vigil:  Third Sunday of Advent   
Saint Gall 5pm  + Robert Keller   
Sunday, 13 Dec: Third Sunday of Advent  
Saint Charles 8:30am + Edward Miller   
Saint Olaf 10:30am + Richard Johnson  
Monday, 14 Dec: Memorial of Saint John of the Cross 
No Mass  No Mass scheduled 
Tuesday, 15 Dec: Tuesday of Advent 
Saint Olaf 8:30am + Millie Tordsen 
Wednesday, 16 Dec: Wednesday of Advent   
Saint Gall 8:30am + Dorothy Keller and + Rusty Keller 
Thursday, 17 Dec: O Sapientia / O Wisdom from On High 
Saint Charles 8:30am + Father Ron Schmelzer  
Friday, 18 Dec:  O Adonai / O God and Leader of Israel    
Saint Olaf 8:30am + Keith Lundsetter  
Saturday, 19 Dec: O RadixJesse / O Branch of Jesse’s Tree   

Vigil:  Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Saint Gall 5pm  + Duane (Bud) Koltes  
Sunday, 20 Dec: Fourth Sunday of Advent   
Saint Charles 8:30am For and End to the Pandemic  
Saint Olaf 10:30am For the People of the Parishes  
 

Sacrament of Confession 
Church of Saint Olaf:  Tuesdays at 7:45am  
Church of Saint Gall:  Saturdays at 4:30pm 
Church of Saint Charles:  Sundays at 7:45am 
 

 
 

THE O ANTIPHONS AT THE END OF ADVENT 
Mark 1:7 
 

Brothers and Sisters,  
 

Many days of the Church year are feast days for various 
saints or events in Christ’s life.  The last days of the Advent 
Season are unique in that they are named for the opening 
antiphon for Holy Mass that day.  Here is the complete list 
of the O-Antiphons:   
 
17 December:  O Sapientia (O Wisdom from on High)  
18 December: O Adonai (O God and Leader of Israel) 
19 December: O Radix Jesse (O Branch of Jesse’s Tree)  
20 December:   O Clavis David (O Key of David)  
21 December:   O Oriens (O Dayspring from on High)  
22 December:  O Rex Gentium (O King of the Nations)  
23 December:   O Emmanuel (O God Who Is Near Us)  
 
These O-Antiphons have been used since at least the 
Eighth Century (the 700s).  These seven prayers are a use 
of “typology.”  In the Church, typology is generally used to 
demonstrate how the Old Testament points toward Christ.  
The first half of the Bible is much more than a placeholder 
as humanity waited for Christ to finally show up.  The Old 
Testament shows how Almighty God very intentionally 
prepared the world, prepared humanity for the coming of 
the Messiah.   
 
You might well predict that my favorite of the O-Antiphons 
is O Emmanuel / O God Who is Near Us.   
 
The Bible begins with God being near to humanity.  The 
Book of Genesis speaks of God strolling through the 
Garden of Eden with the first humans.  Then, after the first 
sin (the “Fall of Humanity”), God is said to be wondering 
through the Garden of Eden and calling out to Adam and 
Eve, saying “where are you?” (cf. Genesis 3:8-9).   
 
With each of our sins, we distance ourselves from God 
Almighty.  The whole of the Old Testament that follows is 
the story of God chasing after us, trying to be near to us 
again and trying to get us back to our original holiness.  It 
is His goal that we come return to Him – just like the 
Prodigal Son in Christ’s parable (Luke 15:20-21).  In that 
story, the son (the son is us, humanity) eventually comes 
back towards his Father (God) after learning the hard way 
that leaving the Father/God was a terrible and tragic 
mistake.  When the son (humanity) approaches the 
Father’s House, we read that the Father “ran” out to meet 
the returning son.   
 
God is not merely waiting in Heaven for us to crawl 
towards Him and beg for entry into the afterlife’s good 
side of the coin.  Rather, God the Father is waiting to run 
toward us just as soon as we are willing to come to Him.   
 
Advent is half over now.  Use the last two weeks to return 
to the Father, to see Christ the Son, and to pray that the 
Holy Ghost guides us to all wisdom.  Happy “Rejoice” 
Sunday of Advent to you and yours.   
 

God be near,     
 

Father Jeremy  
Pastor 

CATHOLIC 101:  GAUDETE SUNDAY / THIRD SUNDAY ADVENT 
Advent has two main themes:  1) remembering that Christ 
will come again, and 2) remembering His first coming.  The 
first two weeks of Advent mainly focus on reminding us that 
Christ will come again – His second coming.  As a general rule, 
the Third Sunday of Advent is when the Church switches to 
the other theme (Christ’s first coming).  The Third Sunday of 
Advent is called the “Gaudete” Sunday (or the “Rejoice” 
Sunday) because the Church wants us to now start to get 
excited to celebrate Christmas Day.  The Church is also keen 
to remind us that by the time that we celebrate Christmas 
Day, Christ has already been here for nine months.  The feast 
of the Annunciation (25 March) is when we celebrate Christ 
becoming human; Christmas Day is when we first see Him.   



   

Saint Gall 
Stewardship:  
December 5th, 2020: Adult: $195 (5)  Loose: $37  Mail in: 
$600  
 
Christmas Eve Mass: Mass for Christmas Eve will be held 
at 6pm on the 24th. 
 
Donations: Donations are needed for some repairs that 
need to be done to the parish hall. We will be getting an 
estimate to see how much it will cost for the repairs. 
 
Announcements: If anyone would like to have an 
announcement in the bulletin, you can leave a message 
on the machine at 218-369-2188 or email at 
churchofstgalls@gmail.com. 
 
The Word Among Us: The most recent editon of The 
Word Among Us is in the back of the church on the shelf.  
 
WCMCA:  West Central Minnesota Community Actions 
applications for heating assistance are available in the 
back of the church if anyone is in need to help with their 
heating bills. 
 
Reservations: Reservations are no longer need to attend 
mass. There are still social distancing guidelines to follow 
and masks required but no reservation. 
 
Please remember to pray for: 
Joann Gronwold, Evie Dudgeon, Missy Schmit, Pam 
Knapper, Deb Porter, Dee Keller, Connie Petermann, Jim 
Wichael, Kassie Pauly, Joshua Keller, Wes Gronwold, Greg 
Stephens, and Richard McClernon. 
 

 

Saint Olaf 
 
Stewardship: December 06, 2020  
Adult $1,505.00.00 Loose $51.00  
 
Religious Education Update 
Bishop Kettler is requiring that in-person Faith 
Formation be suspended for November and December. 
Your Religious Ed teacher will be contacting you 
through text or email with any assignments. Thank you 
for your understanding  
 
Upcoming Usher Assignments  
Please find a substitute if you are unable to usher on 
the date you have been assigned.   
 

December 13  Debi Anderson, Nancy Jennen  
December 20  Tim/Lorna Johnson,  Joan Koep  
December 27  Nathan/Kim Porter, Charlene Blume 
 

We are still in need of ushers for Christmas Day 
Masses if you would be willing. 
 
Please give Anita or Debi a call if you are willing to 
help usher in the future.  As you can see, we can 
definitely use more volunteers. Thank you. Debi 
Anderson (phone or text) 320-219-9050.  
 
St. Olaf Christmas Day Mass Times:  
Dec. 25, 9 am and 10:30 am. 
 
Please check your mailbox for 2021 envelopes and 
take a calendar from the narthex. If you did not receive 
envelopes and would like some let Anita know. Thank 
you. 
 
Word Among Us and Living Faith booklets are in the 
narthex. Please take the booklets home with you. Do 
not use them and return them. If you use a booklet 
during Mass please take it home with you. Thank you. 
 
Please pray for Bill Moerke, Vernon Stramer, Mary 
Wellnitz, Rose Marie DeFrance and Darrel Liebl. 
 
Bishop’s Annual Appeal: Blessings to you and those 
you love on this third Sunday of Advent. Our diocesan 
ministries are walking with you during these 
challenging times. Diocesan staff continue to reach out 
to parishes and advance ministries in new and creative 
ways. Our diocesan website has updates, spiritual 
resources and prayers at www.stcdio.org. 
 
 
 

Saint Charles 
 
Stewardship:   
December 6, 2020:  Adult $325; Youth $3; Loose $100 

 

Stewardship as a Way of Life: Rejoice always, pray 
constantly, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus  for you.”  — 1 Thessalonians 
5:16 - 18 
This Scripture reading sums up Stewardship. “Rejoice 
always” means place your trust in God; He will provide all 
that you need. “Pray constantly” means prayer should be 
a running conversation with God throughout the whole 
day, every day. “Give thanks in all circumstances” means 
even in bad situations, thank God. Suffering a little bit 
helps build empathy for others in similar situations and 
shows our dependence on God. 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE MASS will be held at 4:00 p.m. at the 

Community Center in Herman.  If you would be able to 

help out with setup and ushering for Mass, please contact 

Ann. 

 

SIGN UP SHEETS for ushering and snow removal for 

winter are on the table in the front entry.  Please sign up for 

a weekend! 

 
Please pray for those in need in our community, especially  
Delores Jones, Dody Jones, Jace Pederson, Bill Harbeke, 
Marie Henderson, and Patricia O’Reilly.  Remember to 
pray for and visit those in area nursing homes & assisted 
living centers and the homebound. 
 

Saint Charles continued 
 
2021 CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES, 

CALENDARS and WORD AMONG US magazines 

for Advent are on the table in the front entry. 

 

If you would like to make donating to our parish easier 
and automatic, you can sign up for online giving. If 
interested, please contact Ann Vipond at the church 
office.  
 
If you would like a Mass intention ($10) for anyone 
living or deceased, please contact Ann at the parish 
office. 
 
 
 
  
 

http://www.stcdio.org/

