
  
 

THE Catholic Church OF 
Saint Charles, Herman   ~   Our Lady, Kensington   ~   Saint Olaf, Elbow Lake  

29 JANUARY 2023 – FOURTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME – YEAR A, CYCLE I 

 

Rev. Jeremy J. Ploof  218.685.4318 
    reverendploof@gmail.com 
Parish Offices 
Church of Saint Charles   
61 Berlin Ave South   320.677.2433 
Herman, MN 56248  stcharlesch@frontier.com 
 

Church of Our Lady of the Runestone    
11 Runestone Drive  320.965.2596 
Kensington, MN 56343     olroffice@runestone.net 
 

Church of Saint Olaf    
518 Division Street East 218.685.5372 
Elbow Lake, MN 56531     stolaf@runestone.net 
 

Diocesan website:   www.StCloudDiocese.org 
Saint Olaf website:   www.StOlafElbowLake.org 
 

Announcement Requests are due by 10am on Tuesday, 
either by calling the parish office or e-mail. 
 

Mass Schedule for This Week:  
Saturday 28 Jan: Saturday of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
   Vigil:  Sunday of Ordinary Time 
Saint Charles 5pm + Lori Boehmlehner   
Sunday, 29 Jan:  Sunday of Ordinary Time 
Our Lady 8:30am Special Intention   
Saint Olaf 10:30am For the People of the Parishes  

Monday, 30 Jan: Weekday of Ordinary Time  
No Mass  No Mass scheduled 
Tuesday, 31 Jan: Memorial of Saint John Bosco, priest  
Saint Olaf 8:30am + Julie Ann Cleveland 
Wednesday, 01 Feb: Weekday of Ordinary Time 
Our Lady 8:30am + Christopher Gallagher 
Thursday, 02 Feb: FEAST:  Presentation of the Lord 
Saint Charles 8:30am + Martin and + Frances Coleman 
Friday, 03 Feb:  Memorial of Saint Blaise, martyr  
Saint Olaf 8:30am + Richard Jennen Senior 
Saturday, 04 Feb: Saturday of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
   Vigil:  Sunday of Ordinary Time 
Our Lady 5pm  + Debbie Moen 
Sunday, 05 Feb: Sunday of Ordinary Time   
Saint Charles 8:30am + For the People of the Parishes  
Saint Olaf 10:30am + Rick Johnson  
   
 

 

CIRCULAR REASONING IS SELF-FULFILLING PROPHECY 
First Peter 3:15 
 

Brothers and Sisters,  
 

In academics, a cardinal sin is making a point whose 
rational has been arrived at via circular reasoning.  This 
term “circular reasoning” means that the premise that a 
person is working from is only supported by the conclusion 
that one wants to have made.  For example:  I could say 
that I know that I am right because I would know if I was 
wrong; I don’t know that I am wrong, so therefore I must 
be right, because if I was wrong I would know that I was 
wrong but I don’t think that I am wrong so I must be right. 
 
It sounds silly and goofy, but people will so often act upon 
circular reasoning.  Here’s a more concrete example:   
 Person A:  John and Jane Doe voted wisely. 
 Person B:  What makes you say that? 
 Person A:  They voted the same way that I did. 
 
Circular reasoning is an insulated system that is not open 
to scrutiny or new information; this is called a “logical 
fallacy” because the logic only works if people are denied 
the ability to investigate or question the premise.  In its 
essence, circular reasoning is trying to declare that a mere 
opinion is actually a matter actual fact.   
 
Consider this scenario:  suppose I am trying to investigate 
whether lying is immoral.  As a Christian, I can easily see 
that the Church teaches that lying is immoral; therefore as 
a Christian, I can will feel obligated to avoid lying because 
the Church has taught and continues to teach that lying is 
immoral.  Please see however, that to someone who 
might not yet be a Christian or who is not convinced that 
the Church is the factual arbiter of morality will easily see 
an answer of “the Church said so” as circular reasoning.  If 
you look to the voting example above, it reads the same 
way:   Person A:  is lying immoral? 
 Person B:  it is immoral because of Church said so 
 Person A:  well, Ok, but why is lying immoral 
 Person B:  because the Church said so 
 
We need to be unafraid to investigate the teachings of the 
Church so that we can explain Her reasoning.  Saint Peter 
wrote for us “always be ready to give an explanation to 
anyone who asks you for your reasoning” (1 Peter 3:15).  I 
say to you, therefore, that we need to learn and 
understand the Holy Faith and be able to explain both the 
Faith and the reasoning of the Faith to others.  Please 
notice that I am NOT saying that we should assume that 
the Church is wrong, deficient, or mistaken in Her wisdom, 
far from it.  Rather, I am saying that we will not be helpful 
to others if all we can say to them is “the Church says so.”   
 
Certainly, part of our morality is that when “the Church 
says” that lying is immoral or that we should not eat meat 
on Fridays, and so on – we follow Her instructions.  Please 
see though, that we are not going to be helpful to non-
Christians or to people who object to Church teaching 
merely by saying that “the Church says so.”   
 

God be near,  
 

Father Jeremy  
Pastor  

CATHOLIC 101:  SACRAMENT OF HOLY ORDERS FOR BISHOPS  
The naming of a parish for a saint or for some aspect of God 
Himself is a tradition that began almost immediately in the 
history of the Holy Faith and certainly has its roots in the very 
first days of the Holy Faith.  You might remember that Mass 
was celebrated by Christians at the graveside of the martyrs.  
This was an important thing for very first Christians – not only 
to pray for the soul of the deceased Christian, but also to pray 
that the living Christians would have the strength in the Faith 
and the zeal for the Faith as the martyred Christian.  This is 
the rational for having a relic of a saint in the Altar of every 
parish Church – the Mass will still be celebrated at the grave 
of the saints.  Thus, the earliest parishes took their names 
from the saint who is buried in the Altar of the parish Church.  
Other parishes would take their names by the place that they 
commemorated, such as the Church of the Nativity in 
Bethlehem, or the Church of the Dormition which is over the 
place that Blessed Mother was assumed into Heaven, and 
even the Church of the Ascension where Christ as another.   



   

 

Saint Olaf 
 
Ministers of Worship  
Sunday, February 05, 10:30 AM  
Servers: Aiden Porter, Brenden Biss, Jack Allen 
Rosary: Lorna Johnson 
Sacristan: Nathan Porter  
Ushers: Bryan and Jessie Simon 
Lector: Kim Porter 
Gifts: Sarah Brehmer family 
EMHC: Lorna Johnson  
C/rolls: Andrew/Amanda Marks, Lori Kastner 
*Please find a substitute if you are unable to fulfill your 
assignment 

 
Stewardship January 22, 2023  
Adult $815.00 Loose $188.00 C & Rolls $35.10 
 
2022 Contribution Statements are in your mailboxes. 
 
The local Knights of Columbus is collecting winter gear 
donations in January for those in need. They are 
accepting items like winter jackets, gloves, hats, 
scarves, and the like.  Please use the box in the Narthex. 
 
KC’s will sponsor Bingo: Sun. Feb. 5, 1:30 pm, St. Ann’s 
Church, Brandon. Proceeds will go to pro life. 
 
REMINDER: Please date and label products left in the 
church kitchen, refrigerator and freezer stating if they 
can be used by anyone or if they are for a specific 
purpose. Thank you. 
 
Please pray for Vernon Stramer, Mary Wellnitz, Karla 
Wohlers, Dorothy Hermes & Jace Grende 

 

Saint Charles 
 
Ministers of Worship 
 

Sunday, February 5 @ 8:30 a.m. 
Lector:    Shannon Olson 
Sacristan:    Lisa Engquist 
Servers:  Addison Blume & Olivia Olson 
Gifts:      Rick & Cheryl Groenwold 
Ushers:      Joe Blume & Gerry Engquist 
 

 
Stewardship:   January 21:   Adult $500; Loose $172 
 
POTLUCK SUPPER following Mass tonight, January 28!  
Please join in food, fellowship and fun. 
 
NEW LITURGICAL ASSIGNMENT sheets are on the table in 
the entry of church.  Please pick up your copy and 
remember to find your own replacements if scheduled 
dates do not work for you.  Thank you for all you do!! 
 
SNOW SHOVELING sign-up sheets are on the table in the 
back of church.  Please consider volunteering your 
services to ensure easy access to the church for the 2022-
23 winter! 
 

Please pray for those in need in our community, especially 
Michael Penniman, McCoy Jipson, Lori Gaulrapp, Jeanne 
Backman, Janice Tolifson, Delores Jones, Jace Pederson.  
Remember to pray for and visit those in area nursing 
homes & assisted living centers and the homebound. 
 

 

COR EVENTS  
 

REGULAR CONFESSION TIMES 
Saturdays at 4:30pm (odd months)  
Church of Saint Charles – Herman  

 

Saturdays at 4:30pm (even months)  
Church of Our Lady Kensington 

 

Sundays at 8am (odd months)  
Church of Our Lady Kensington 

 

Sundays at 8am (even months)  
Church of Saint Charles Herman 

 

Sundays at 10:05am 
Church of Saint Olaf Elbow Lake 

 

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturdays at 5pm (odd months)  

Church of Saint Charles – Herman  
 

Saturdays at 5pm (even months)  
Church of Our Lady Kensington 

 

Sundays at 8:30am (odd months)  
Church of Our Lady Kensington 

 

Sundays at 8:30am (even months)  
Church of Saint Charles Herman 

 

Sundays at 10:30am 
Church of Saint Olaf Elbow Lake 

 

 

Our Lady of the Runestone 
 
Ministry Assignments  
Saturday February 4th   5:00pm 
Lector:   Keith Swanson 
Cantor:  Ashley Lardy 
Ushers:  Bill Eisel & Anthony Green 
 
If you are unable to fulfill your scheduled ministry, please 
find a replacement. 
 
February Mass time changes to Saturday at 5:00pm 
  
Valentines Pot Luck Saturday February 11th after 5:00pm 
Mass.   
 
February Ministry Schedule is posted on bulletin board in 
the of church.  
Copies are also available on table in the back of the 
church. 
 
Stewardship January 22, 2023 
Adult    $ 575.00   
Loose   $ 62.00    
Mass Int.   $ 150.00 
Online giving    $ 145.00 
 
Please pray for Ken Hedstrom and Theresa Larson 
 


