



PEACE 


Dear friends,


I can’t think of another festival that brings such joy to the whole world as Christmas. The Nativity of the Lord was the culmination of the long, expectant waiting for ages. Generation after generation prayed with hope in restoring the Davidic kingdom by God’s Messiah: ‘Lord, rend the heavens and come down and save us.’ The expectation of God’s coming to save his people was fulfilled at the historic coming of Jesus Christ. John the Baptist heralded his coming. He cried out in the wilderness: “Make ready the way of the Lord.” 


The gospel for the second Sunday of Advent presents John the Baptist’s proclamation urging his audience to repent. The Church is thereby inviting us to prepare the way for the Lord into our lives through a meaningful celebration of the liturgical season of Advent. The path of the Lord can be prepared by prayer, acts of self-denial, selfless service, joyful giving, forgiveness, excellence in professional work, and love in fulfilling our duties to family and society. Repentance and reconciliation are indispensable for preparing the path for the prince of peace.


As we enter the second week of Advent, we light the second candle on the Advent wreath that symbolizes peace. Peace is not the absence of war but an active restoration of broken relationships. Peace is not something that is handed over to us. Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, reconciled us to the Father and one another. As flawed persons with many differences, we must strive hard to make peace. As God’s beloved children, we are called to become peacemakers. Thomas Merton says, “We are not at peace with others because we are not at peace with ourselves, and we are not at peace with ourselves because we are not at peace with God.” Loving God above all and loving others as we love ourselves helps us to live in peace. If any of these three dimensions of love – love of God, love of self, love of neighbor – is out of balance, that needs to be corrected as God designed it for our lives. 


Let us be reconciled. “Then the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus” (Phil 4:7).


May the peace of Christ rule our hearts!


Fr. Jose


Jubilee Year 2025


To begin the 2025 Jubilee Year issued by Pope Francis, the Diocese of St. Cloud will celebrate the Mass for the Opening of the Jubilee Year on Sunday, Dec. 29, 2024 at St. Mary’s Cathedral, at 6 p.m.


Bishop Patrick Neary, CSC, invites you to join in this special event, which will begin in the lower level of the cathedral and include a candlelight procession.


obligation. The Sunday obligation Mass f








Fr. Jose Chettoor		218.685.4318


                                    		jchettoor@gmail.com


Parish Offices


Church of Saint Charles 	


61 Berlin Ave South 		320.677.2433


Herman, MN 56248		stcharlesch@runestone.net





Church of Our Lady of the Runestone		 


11 Runestone Drive		320.965.2596


Kensington, MN 56343    	olroffice@runestone.net





Church of Saint Olaf			


518 Division Street East	218.685.5372


Elbow Lake, MN 56531    	stolaf@runestone.net





Diocesan website: 		www.StCloudDiocese.org


Saint Olaf website: 		www.StOlafElbowLake.org





Announcement Requests are due by 10am on Tuesday, either by calling the parish office or e-mail.





Mass Schedule for This Week: 


Second Sunday of Advent


Saturday December 07


Our Lady 5:00pm	People of the Parishes


Sunday, December 08


Saint Charles 8:30am	+ Nicole Kirkeide


Saint Olaf 10:30am     	+ Vernon Stramer


Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 


Sunday, December 08, 	


Our Lady 5:00pm 	People of the Parishes	


Monday, December 09


Saint Charles 6:00pm	+ Lynn Engquist


Saint Olaf 7:30pm	Bodie Carlson 


Tuesday, December 10


Saint Olaf 7:30pm	Colt Carlson 


Wednesday, December 11


Our Lady 8:30am 	Special Intention


Thursday, December 12


Saint Charles 8:30am	+ Edward Miller


Friday, December 13


Saint Olaf 7:15am	Griffin Risbrudt


Third Sunday of Advent


Saturday December 14


Our Lady 5:00pm	Christopher Gallagher


Sunday, December 15


Saint Charles 8:30am	+ Arnie & + Corrine Stein


Saint Olaf 10:30am     	People of the Parishes








Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 2024


When December 8 fell on a Sunday, the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception was moved to Monday, December 9 and the obligation was abrogated. Due to a new directive from the Vatican, that is no longer the case. In 2024, the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception will be celebrated on December 9 as a holy day of obligation. 








THE Catholic Church OF


Saint Charles, Herman   ~   Our Lady, Kensington   ~   Saint Olaf, Elbow Lake 


Second Sunday of Advent       December 07-08, 2024


December 30-31, 2023








Saint Charles





Ministers of Worship





Sunday, December 15 @ 8:30 AM


Lector:		Paul Kirkeide 


Sacristan:	Viponds  


Servers:		Brody Nachbor & Wyatt Lehman 


EMHC:		Nic Vipond & Ann Vipond  


Gifts:		Mark & Ann Vipond  


Ushers:		Tim Backman & Dana Blume 





Stewardship:  December 1:  Adult:  $1,175; Youth $42; Loose $90 





EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - St. Charles adoration on Thursday mornings starting at 7:00 a.m. followed by weekday Mass at 8:30 a.m.





CHRISTMAS PROGRAM will be held December 18 at 7:00 p.m. with cookies & milk to follow!





Please pray for those in need in our community, especially Marie Henderson, Morgan Ptacek, McCoy Jipson, Lori Gaulrapp, Jeanne Backman, Delores Jones, Jace Pederson.  Remember to pray for and visit those in area nursing homes & assisted living centers and the homebound.





____________________________________________________


                  


ACC Announcements





Holy Day Mass Schedule





Christmas 





    Tuesday       December 24     STC Herman         4 pm


    Tuesday       December 24     STO Elbow Lake   6 pm


    Wednesday December 25     OLR Kensington   10 am





Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother Of God





      Tuesday         December 31    STO Elbow Lake   7:30 am


      Wednesday   January 01        OLR Kensington    8:30 am


      Wednesday   January 01        STC Herman          6:00 pm








Saint Olaf





Ministers of Worship





Sunday December 15, 10:30 AM


Servers: Dylan Johnson, Landyn Johnson, Charlie Simon


Rosary: Marlys Jennen


Sacristan: Tim Johnson


Ushers: Kevin/Nancy Schill


Lector: Kim Porter


Gifts: Reed Peterson family


EMHC: Debi Anderson, Tim Johnson, Jessie Simon


C/Rolls: Christmas Program and Meal


Please find a substitute if you are unable to fulfill your assignment.  





Stewardship December 01, 2024 


Adult $1425.00 Loose $143.00 





Advent resources are in the narthex.





Eucharistic Adoration Tuesday at 6:30 pm followed by Mass at 7:30pm.





Christmas Choir rehearsal starts on 11/24 and will begin right after Mass. Additional rehearsals will be held after Mass on 12/8, 12/15, and 12/22. Thank you for sharing your gifts with Saint Olaf!!





St. Olaf Christmas program and meal on December 15, after Mass. Everyone is invited to attend.





St. Olaf is now on Facebook! Please like and follow our Facebook page @ St. Olaf Catholic Church - Elbow Lake for timely announcements and event schedules.  If you have ideas on content for our social media, please


contact Elizabeth Amundson.





Please pray for Mary Wellnitz, Dorothy Hermes, Jace Grende, Karla Wohlers and Archie Moeller 
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Please check to see if you may have a container downstairs. Thank you.





Please pray for Vernon Stramer, Mary Wellnitz, Dorothy Hermes, Jace Grende, Karla Wohlers and Archie Moeller.











ACC Announcements Continued





The Diocese of St. Cloud will by having the Honoring Marriage Day on May 3rd at St. Francis Xavier parish, Sartell MN for couples celebrating 5, 10, 25, 40, 50, 60 & 60 plus years of marriage in 2025. If you are celebrating one of these anniversaries this year and would like to be part of this celebration, please let the secretary at your parish know.





Festival of Families 2025


Diocesan Festival of Families on February 2, at St. Francis Xavier in Sartell: Join other families from around the diocese for a day celebrating the family. Cost is only $25 per family (no matter the size), and will include a free carnival, family games, lunch, age-appropriate activities and Mass. Register now at: https://stcdio.org/event/2025-festival-of-families/


Stewardship as a Way of Life: “And this is my prayer: that your love may increase ever more and more in knowledge and every kind of perception, to discern what is of value…” (Philippians 1:9-10)


It is easy to get caught up in the frenzy of buying gifts during the Christmas shopping season. But is that “gift” truly an expression of your love for the other person? Or are you just fulfilling your “obligation” to give them something? To grow in friendship with someone, you need to spend time with them and learn what is of value to them. Maybe this year, buy less “stuff” and spend more time with those you love.














Our Lady of the Runestone





Ministry Assignments 





Sunday, December 8th       5:00pm (Immaculate Conception)


Lector:  Keith Swanson





Saturday, December 14th    5:00pm


Lector:    Judy Swanson


Ushers:   Anthony Green & Bill Eisel


Gifts:       Eisels





Christmas Flower Donations 


If you would like to make flower donations in honor of a loved one, please put your donation and names of loved ones in an envelope and put it in the collection basket or give to Cheri





Stewardship November 24, 2024


Adult/Online   $ 475.00       Loose $   62.00                      





Please Pray for:  Jeanne Stamness, Megan Lardy




















