









Sacrament of Reconciliation


 	Additional Confession Times 


      Tuesday, December 17, 5:00-6:30 PM - St. Olaf


Wednesday, December 18, 5:00-6:30 PM – St. Charles


Thursday, December 19, 5:00-6:30 PM – Our Lady











Fr. Jose Chettoor		218.685.4318


                                    		jchettoor@gmail.com


Parish Offices


Church of Saint Charles 	


61 Berlin Ave South 		320.677.2433


Herman, MN 56248		stcharlesch@runestone.net





Church of Our Lady of the Runestone		 


11 Runestone Drive		320.965.2596


Kensington, MN 56343    	olroffice@runestone.net





Church of Saint Olaf			


518 Division Street East	218.685.5372


Elbow Lake, MN 56531    	stolaf@runestone.net





Diocesan website: 		www.StCloudDiocese.org


Saint Olaf website: 		www.StOlafElbowLake.org





Announcement Requests are due by 10am on Tuesday, either by calling the parish office or e-mail.





Mass Schedule for This Week: 


Third Sunday of Advent


Saturday December 14


Our Lady 5:00pm	Christopher Gallagher


Sunday, December 15


Saint Charles 8:30am	+ Arnie & + Corrine Stein


Saint Olaf 10:30am     	People of the Parishes


Monday, December 16


No Mass	          	No Mass Scheduled            


Tuesday, December 17


Saint Olaf 7:30pm	Addy Johnson 


Wednesday, December 18


Our Lady 8:30am 	Special Intention


Thursday, December 19


Saint Charles 8:30am	+ Brandon Kirkeide


Friday, December 20


Saint Olaf 7:15am	Jovee Risbrudt


Fourth Sunday of Advent


Saturday December 21


Our Lady 5:00pm	+ Bill and + Mary Murray


Sunday, December 22


Saint Charles 8:30am	People of the Parishes


Saint Olaf 10:30am     	+ Florence Keller





REJOICE! “THE LORD IS NEAR”


Dear friends,


Today we come to a pivotal moment in the Advent season. The third Sunday in Advent is known as Gaudete Sunday.  This name is derived from the Latin word for “rejoice,” which is the first word of the Entrance Antiphon for the Mass on this day, taken from St. Paul's letter to the Philippians: "Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I say, rejoice" (Philippians 4:4)


It marks a transition from a period of waiting and preparation to one of joyful expectation, reminding believers of the hope and salvation that Jesus brings to the world. Celebrating the Gaudete Sunday is a profound expression of the joy that characterizes the Christian faith, particularly as it looks forward to the celebration of Christmas. 


Gaudete Sunday marks a shift in tone from penitential preparation to joyful anticipation of Christ's coming.  The scripture readings at the liturgy highlight joy and salvation. The Gospel reading focuses on the ministry of John the Baptist, who prepares the way for Jesus, reinforcing the message of hope and joy in the salvation brought by the coming of Jesus. The liturgy for today invites the faithful to rejoice because the birth of Christ is imminent, and it serves as a reminder of the joy that accompanies the anticipation of salvation.


The remaining days of Advent are intended to prepare more directly for the Lord’s birth. Beginning Tuesday, the “O” Antiphons calling Jesus a different name inspired by Old Testament prophetic writings are said or sung after the Magnificat during the vespers (evening prayer) until Christmas. The O Antiphons encourage us to prepare patiently for a blessed, holy Christmas because the best things are always worth the wait. Therefore, while rejoicing in anticipating Christ’s birth, let us reflect on the seven biblical titles highlighting His attributes and roles as the Messiah.


O Wisdom, O holy Word of God, … come and show your people the way to salvation.


O Sacred Lord of ancient Israel, … come stretch out your mighty hand to set us free.


O Root of Jesse’s Stem, … come to save us without delay! 


O Key of David, … come and free the prisoners of darkness!


O Radiant Dawn, … come and shine on those who dwell in darkness.


O King of all the nations, … come and save man!


O Emmanuel, … come to save us, Lord our God!


May our hearts be prepared for the coming of Emmanuel!


Fr. Jose











THE Catholic Church OF


Saint Charles, Herman   ~   Our Lady, Kensington   ~   Saint Olaf, Elbow Lake 


Third Sunday of Advent       December 14-15, 2024


December 30-31, 2023








ACC Anouncements








Holy Day Mass Schedule





Christmas 


Music to begin 30 minutes prior to Mass





    Tuesday       December 24     STC Herman         4 pm


    Tuesday       December 24     STO Elbow Lake   6 pm


    Wednesday December 25     OLR Kensington   10 am





Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother Of God





    Tuesday         December 31    STO Elbow Lake   7:30 am


    Wednesday   January 01        OLR Kensington    8:30 am


    Wednesday   January 01        STC Herman          6:00 pm








Worldwide Marriage Encounter “Yet, O LORD, you are our father; we are the clay and you the potter; we are all the work of your hands.” As we begin the waiting of advent, let us strive to become the work of his hands by attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend. The next Weekends are Apr 5-6, 2025 in BRAINERD, MN and Nov 22-23, 2025 in ALEXANDRIA, MN. For more information, call Miki Schultz at 507-227-8229 or visit northmnwwme.org.











Saint Charles





Ministers of Worship





Sunday, December 22 @ 8:30 AM


Lector:		Julie Oachs 


Sacristan:	Kim Hanson


Servers:		Connor & Nathan Olson 


EMHC:		Joan Kirkeide & Joan Riedner 


Gifts:		Rodney Wieser 


Ushers:		Tim Backman & Dana Blume 





Stewardship:  


December 8:  Adult:  $890; Youth $18; Loose $135; Religious Retirement $100


December 9:  Adult:  $695; Loose $46 





EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - St. Charles adoration on Thursday mornings starting at 7:00 a.m. followed by weekday Mass at 8:30 a.m.





Sacrament of Reconciliation Wednesday December 18, 5:00-6:30 PM 





Our sympathy to the family of Lori Gaulrapp (daughter of Carol McRoberts).  Eternal rest grant unto her and let perpetual light shine upon her.  





CHRISTMAS PROGRAM will be held December 18 at 7:00 p.m. with cookies & milk to follow!





Please pray for those in need in our community, especially Marie Henderson, Morgan Ptacek, McCoy Jipson, Jeanne Backman, Delores Jones, Jace Pederson.  Remember to pray for and visit those in area nursing homes & assisted living centers and the homebound.








Our Lady of the Runestone





Ministry Assignments 





Sunday, December 21st    5:00pm


Lector:    Marlene Schmidt


Ushers:   Don Schmidt & Duane Anderson


Gifts:       Diane Giese





Sacrament of Reconciliation Thursday, December 19,


5:00-6:30 PM


 


Christmas Flower Donations 


If you would like to make flower donations in honor of a loved one, please put your donation and names of loved ones in an envelope and put it in the collection basket or give to Cheri.





O L R is in need of Mass intentions.   





Stewardship December 8, 2024


Adult/Online   $ 595.00       Loose $   215.00   


Immaculate Conception $   135.00


Retirement Fund $ 25.00      


            


Please Pray for:  Jeanne Stamness, Megan Lardy

















Saint Olaf





Ministers of Worship





Sunday December 22, 10:30 AM


Servers: Eva Olson, Kendall Marks, Kyler Kastner


Rosary: Tim Johnson


Sacristan: Anita Reisenauer


Ushers: Dominic/Charlene Blume


Lector: Lorna Johnson


Gifts: Sarah Brehmer family


EMHC: Charlene Blume, Julie Larson, Anita Reisenauer


C/Rolls: Greg/Kim Styba, Sandy Biss


Please find a substitute if you are unable to fulfill your assignment.  





Stewardship December 09, 2024 


Adult $665.00 Loose $181.00 Retired Rel $175.00 


Meal Donations $60.00 





If you are available for assignments for the Mass on Christmas Eve, please sign up in the narthex. Thank you.





Eucharistic Adoration Tuesday 6:30 pm, Mass at 7:30pm.





Sacrament of Reconciliation Tuesday Dec. 17, 5-6:30 pm





For those looking to make monetary donations for


poinsettias and porch/entrance pots. Please add them to the collection basket marked Dec flowers. Thank you.





Christmas Choir rehearsal right after Mass 12/15 and 12/22. Thank you for sharing your gifts with Saint Olaf!!





St. Olaf Christmas program and meal on December 15, after Mass. Everyone is invited to attend.





Please pray for Mary Wellnitz, Dorothy Hermes, Jace Grende, Karla Wohlers and Archie Moeller 
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Please check to see if you may have a container downstairs. Thank you.





Please pray for Vernon Stramer, Mary Wellnitz, Dorothy Hermes, Jace Grende, Karla Wohlers and Archie Moeller.














